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NEW STAR 


After years of 
amateur and 
Small -club 
hows, glamor- 
ous Jo Thomp- 
son found good 
luck at Detroit’s 
Clover Club, the 


gave 
Singer Johnny 
Ray his boost 
to fame. Singer- 
pianist - come- 
dienne has been 
held over 32 
weeks, has lu- 
crative stage 
and TV offers 
waiting. (See 
“Entertain- 
ment”). 
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NATIONAL REPORT 


CP Blasts All Candidates On Civil Rights 
None of the avowed presidential candidates of 
political parties has yet “demonstrated any 
luine concern for civil rights,” a conference of 50 
AACP delegates from six Southern states con- 
lided after a two-day political conference in At- 
ita. Summing up the records of the current 
mdidates, the parley adopted a statement hitting 
tat all of them as follows: 
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower: “Is on record in de- 
mse of segregation in the Army. He has not pub- 
y disavowed his testimony.” 
mn, Robert A. Taft: “Has clearly indicated that 
lis opposed to an FEPC law with enforcement 
iy 
fov. Earl Warren: “Has given lip service to civil 
its but has failed to deliver in California.” 
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Gen. Douglas MacArthur: “The less said 


. orked 
better.” 






purce— 

Sen. Estes Kefauver: “Has voted with other seng jpwi; 
tors from the South against cloture and other citi. s 
rights measures.” » Sout 


Sen. Richard Russell: “Is not seriously consideregi, Ney 
by anyone who recognizes the grave moral blight, w 
enforced racial segregation.” storia 

Sen. Robert S. Kerr: “Has done nothing to intibnor t 
cate that he is not wholeheartedly in agreement with 4 y 
the Dixiecrats on racial and economic issues.” rim: 

The NAACP delegates attacked the idea of a comhenres 
promise ticket with a Northern liberal for Presiden, 
and Senator Russell for Vice President, declaring, poy 
that if Democrats named such a slate “they Cathy one 
kiss the Negro vote goodbye.” bmocr 

Meanwhile, Russell in a national television shows wi; 
said he believed the Democratic civil rights pla, 9 ; 
should be “pleasing” to all sides and saw no reaStpctio) 
why a compromise plank on the issue could not & pis 


STORY OF COURAGEOUS GI SONRIN¢ 


When Mrs. Ora Bell Millbrook of Clarksdale, Miss., te} 4ftoy 
ceived $1500 in cash from Redbook magazine’s associal§y tn, 
publisher Edwin Balmer, “finis” was written to a St0ley tog 
which began in tragedy and closed in human kindness. If, +; 
began when her son, Pvt. Willie Lyles, was ripped through; po, 
the middle by machine gun bullets on the Korean fron}, y- 
last summer. War correspondent Kate Holiday saw Lyléfneq | 
on a hospital ship at Pusan, where doctors told her thet® tne 
was no medical reason for him to be alive. While Odi 4 | 
serving the weakened soldier, she unconsciously reachthy ro, 
out and took his hand. Willie stirred a bit and told het. «: 
“I’m going to make it.” hall 2 
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wked out. Russell drew support from a surprising 
muree—a Southern Negro newspaper editor, Leon 


‘§InNew York, 
ht oh, Waldorf- 


he presidency, 
“ep. A. Clay- 
an Powell, Jr., 
“ms one of the 


Rep. Powell and Harriman 


PEOPPOOOPVDLDP VOL L ODL OLDOL LOR OLDE DOL OOLODLLOOODOOE 
RINGS MISSISSIPPI MOTHER $1500 


After eight operations, the doctors gave up hope, said 
ut there were too many holes in him to sew up and 
kp together. Miss Holiday left and returned a few days 
’tr—to find Willie dead. “He never gave up,” a doctor 
“He fought all the way.” Subsequently, the 

‘Pty was published in Redbook along with a note offering 
med prints of an accompanying full-page lithograph 


“yd a donation to Willie’s family in Mississippi.” Red- 
0k received 600 responses. In the story, Miss Holiday 
id: “His name was Willie and I only saw him twice. But, 
thall always remember him, for he was a fighter.” 











DEMOCRAT PLATFORM WRITERACE 


Democratic Party platform writers will face this ® live, 
lemma when their national convention is held at Chis full 
cago in July: how to write a civil rights plank to suit bije In 
the North with its powerful, heavy-voting Negro popgtumpe 
lation and the South, which, under the cloak of demanp a p! 
for states’ rights, hopes to maintain traditional Jim Crgqual o 
practices. pers 

However, the problem is not new. This is how pag our 
platform writers “solved” it: ongre 

@ In 1932, the Democratic civil rights plank merdguara1 
called for “equal rights to all; special privilege to nongincip 

@ In 1936, the words “establishment of a democracy@ Gov. 
opportunity for all the people” were added to the isgve Di 













plank. bur Sc 
@ In 1940, the plank recalled gains made by NegrgThus 
under President Roosevelt’s New Deal, and added: “prchec 


shall continue to strive for complete legislative saige 20- 
guards against discrimination; we pledge to uphold dparan 
process and the equal protection of the laws of evepill ta: 
citizen.” pan < 

@ In 1944, another switch in words was made, the plaping 1 
reading: “Racial and religious minorities have the rig wa 


Ex-Red Identifies Moscow-Trained Revolutionist 

A 46-year-old New York Negro chauffeur identifiegsiden 
Loretta Starvus Stack, one of 15 California Communigoes 1 
leaders on trial for revolutionary conspiracy in Los Alaran 
geles, as a former student at Moscow’s Internation@ll be 
Lenin School for training professional revolutionists. Thpinici, 
chauffeur, Leonard Patterson, an ex-Communist whgive b 
broke with the party in 1937, said Miss Stack, under tig” to 
name of Lottie Keith, was sent to the school in 1932 teh. 
American Communists. Patterson, who admitted that se: 
was also a former student at the school, asserted that imres, 
met the woman at the national office of the Young Compntar 
munist League on the eve of her departure for Russia. fas, : 






















rEMACE CIVIL RIGHTS DILEMMA 


his @ live, develop and vote equally. Congress should exert 
aut Chis full constitutional powers to proteet these rights.” 
lit bige In 1948, Minnesota Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey 
) poptumped for a civil rights plank “with teeth,” resulting 
>manm a promise of “full and equal political participation; 
n Crgual opportunity of employment; the right to security 
person; equal treatment in the service and defense 
w pi our nation.” Southerners protested bitterly. When 
ongress was called on to support President Truman in 
mer@guaranteeing these basic and fundamental American 
nonginciples”: 1) the Mississippi delegation walked out and 
racy@ Gov. Strom Thurmond of South Carolina led the abor- 
he 1gg§ve Dixiecrat movement, capturing the electoral votes of 
pur Southern states. 
Negra Thus, the 1952 platform writers are precariously 
J: “yerched between two camps. The North wishes to satisfy 
> safme 20-year cry of Negro voters for Federal legislation 
sld qparanteeing fair employment practices, abolishing the 
f evell tax as a requisite to the right to vote, and setting 
pan anti-lynch law. Southerners, meanwhile, insist on 
e playing left alone to “solve” the Negro problem in “their 
e riggml way.” 








Block Negro Center Proposed In St. Louis 
ist fight St. Louis city blocks are to be made over into a 
ontifiegsidential, commercial and recreational center for Ne- 





munigees under a city plan submitted to the federal slum 
os Aifarance agency. If approved, the redevelopment work 
ationgll be carried out by private investors with federal and 
ts. Tinicipal aid. The plan calls for three 11-story cooper- 
st whilve buildings, each with 90 apartments which will be 
der tijd to individual owners at an average price of $17,000 
1932 eh. Other suggested features: a 20-story hotel, bank- 


that service, chain department, clothing, and variety 
that res, food markets, service shops, clinics, public ele- 
x Commntary school, theater and church sites, recreational 
ssia. Fas, and ample indoor and outdoor parking facilities. 
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Job Bias Charged At H-Bomb Plant 

An immediate probe of a color ban against Negro wo 
ers in the construction of a vast hydrogen bomb plant 
Aiken, S. C. was ordered by a Senate labor-managema 
subcommittee. Testimony about job discrimination at tj 
H-bomb plant as well as at a Lockheed aircraft plant;j 
Georgia and an Indianapolis naval ordnance plant 
given by NAACP secretary Walter White before the suf 
committee hearing on pending fair employment legisk 
tion. 

The Atomic Energy Commission knows about the col 
bans, but refuses to do anything about the situation d 
spite a presidential order forbidding racial bias on wa 
done under Federal contract, the hearing was told. 5 
Hubert H. Humphrey, subcommittee chairman, orderdé 
an immediate investigation of the plants. 

The subcommittee also heard members of two state an 
one city fair employment boards testify in favor of Fe® 
eral legislation against job bias. Spokesmen for the Neghours 
York and Massachusetts boards urged teeth in any k 
to use when persuasion fails. A Cleveland spokesm 
testified that not a single case of tension has occurred 
plants where job discrimination was eliminated. 


Ala. Widow Awarded $10,000 Judgment 
The widow of a minister shot to death in 1948 by dep 


$10,000 judgment. Mrs. Addie Glass Butler said her 
mining-minister husband, Captain Butler, was shot by 
the deputies unlawfully when they charged him wi 
sending flippant notes to a white girl. 


Robeson Denied Use Of Seattle Auditorium 

A contract which would have permitted singer Pa 
Robeson to use Seattle, Washington’s civic auditorium ip* 
a May 20 concert was cancelled by city building superinf¥ Y 
tendent John B. Cain. The action was taken, he saigited 
under a city ordinance which bans meetings in pub 
places which might tend to cause “racial or religiou> 
antagonisms.” Sponsors of the concert, a group callef 
“People’s Programs,” planned legal action. post 





ite Farmer ‘Buys Off’ Widow Of Negro He Killed 


he widow of a New Bern, N. C., tenant farmer who 
sshot to death last November by his employer was 
shi $5,100 to forestall a possible civil suit growing out of 
slaying. The out-of-court settlement became known 
“ben Mrs. Martha Simmons filed a petition in county 
wk’s Office for division of the money among herself 
. a three daughters. Gentleman farmer Newton Hanes 
Winston-Salem, N. C., admitted the pistol slaying of 
imael Simmons, 40, but claimed it was in self-defense. 

p all-white, all-male jury acquitted him. 


-White Jury Hung In Sea-Killing Trial 

ain all-white jury in the trial of Capt. Franklin B. 
raver, charged with killing a Negro seaman, was dis- 
arged by Federal Judge Edward Weinfeld in New York 


§ the captain of the Isbrandtsen freighter, Flying 
gader, who shot Negro steward’s mate William Harvey 
death while the ship was at sea. Weaver faced charges 
voluntary manslaughter in the 10-day trial. 





Wins Hero’s Award: 
Mttsburgh boy scout 
not bien Crump, 14, was 
1 Wilfhored by the Jay- 
’s Junior Citizen’s 
ard for rescuing a 


| ¢ youth, flown to 
perinf®W York and pre- 
mted the award on 


Asion show, was the 
t Negro winner 
mosen by the Jaycee. 








White Men Acquitted In Beating Of Negro 

A Federal jury acquitted two white men accused | 
beating a Negro aircraft worker in Mobile, Ala., becau 
he drank at a water fountain formerly reserved { 
whites. Herbert Peter Green, a warehouseman, con 
plained that Emmert F. Brewer and Roy F. Emma 
assaulted him with an airplane wheel when he insist 
that a presidential order had eliminated “for white onl 
fountains at Brookley Air Force Base. 


FBI Still Probing F) sida Bombing 

FBI Chief J. Edgar Hoover said that investigation ca 
tinues in the bomb slaying of Harry T. Moore, Flori 
NAACP coordinator. Moore and his wife, Harriett, we 
fatally injured Christmas night when a blast wreck¢ 
their home in Mims, Fla. 


Negroes Achieve Civic Firsts North And South 

Significant civic “firsts” were achieved by Negroes | 
the North and South. In Hartford, Conn., attorney Joh 
W. Newman became the city’s first traffic attorney. Pr 
viously a police court clerk, he will present all mot 
vehicle violations to the newly-created traffic court. 
Memphis, Miss Lucy E. Campbell, a school teacher, an 
Mrs. Cornelia Crenshaw, housing project manager, we 
the first Negroes ever sworn for duty on the Fede 
grand jury, Western District of Tennessee. 
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Virgin Islands To Demand More Home Rule 
The delegation to the Democratic National Convention 


from the Virgin Islands has been instructed to demand a | 


platform plank committing the party to a greater meas- 
ure of self-government and other benefits for Virgin 
Islanders. The delegation was left unpledged as to Presi- 
dential nominee, but was instructed to insist on a plank 
with these stipulations: 1) that all taxes collected on V.I. 
products sold in the U.S. be returned to the islands’ treas- 
ury; 2) that Virgin Islanders be given the right to elect 
their own governor; and 3) that they be allowed to send 
a commissioner to sit in the House of Representatives. 


D. C. Doctor Indicted On Abortion Charge 

A well-known Washington physician, Dr. Schley Brown, 
was indicted by the grand jury on charges of performing 
two illegal abortions. Dr. Brown, arrested five times on 
abortion charges since 1945, but never convicted, was al- 
leged to have performed abortions on Marion Spriggs and 
Evi N. Mattingly. 


Yesterday In Negro History 


April 25, 1935—Thelma Rea Thurston was admitted 
to: the national honorary journalistic society, Theta 
Sigma Phi, as its first Negro member. 


April 25, 1940—Miss Flemmie P. Kittrell became 
Hampton Institute’s first Negro dean of women. 


April 27, 1803—Toussaint 
L’ Ouverture, leader of the 
Haitian slave insurrection 
which led to Haiti’s libera- 
tion from French rule, died 
in a prison dungeon in 
France at the age of 57. 

May 1, 1950—Gwendolyn 
Brooks became the first Ne- 
gro winner of the Pulitzer 
Prize with her volume of 
poetry, Annie Allen. Gwendolyn Brooks 





W 


——S. os 


x 





Se ed aA 


me oat et 








Railroad ‘Card Jim Crow’ Attacked By NAACP 
Jim Crow seating on the Illinois Central Railroad’s City 
of New Orleans was aired before the Illinois Commerce 
Commission in Chicago by NAACP attorney George C., 
Leighton. Leighton appeared for Vera Johnson of Chi- 
cago, who rode the train to Canton, Miss., in July, 1950, 
and petitioned that the company be ordered to stop the 
practice. Miss Johnson testified that when passengers ap- 
proach the train they are given cards which assign 
whites to the rear coaches and Negroes next to the en. 
gine. Railroad attorney John W. Foster admitted the 
practice but said it was done because “they like to sit to- 
gether.” Commission chairman Walter Fisher made 
Foster agree to allow Negroes to seek each other without 
the cards. The five-man commission indicated the 
would give a decision shortly. 








NEXT WEEK IN JET 


IS VICE MENACING OUR GI’S? 

A revealing, documented story of vice conditions 
that are threatening the moral fibre of American 
soldiers in the U.S. as well as overseas. The ex- 
plosive report contains first-hand information on 
prostitution and camp followers who have attached 
themselves to military units from Korea to Ger- 
many. 
FAMOUS FAT WOMEN 

An entertaining article on the careers of some of 

Negro America’s most famously-known portly per- 

sonalities, who in spite of their extra poundage, 

have found no barriers to success. 

WHAT HAPPENS TO SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS 

A windfall can sometimes mean tragedy instead 
of good fortune. In recent years dozens of Negroes 
have won sizeable sums in the internationally fa- 
mous Irish Sweepstakes. What happens to them 
: and their sudden riches is told in a JET feature. 
+ 
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) FORECAST © 


.| South Africa Advisor. A Negro race-relations ex- 


pert from America, who has lived in Japan, will ad- 
vise leaders in the passive resistance program of 
South African Negroes scheduled to begin in July. 
Toni Grows Up. Because her voice is changing from 
childish tones to a husky contralto, Toni Harper will 


| give up her nursery-rhyme type recordings this sum- 


mer in favor of blues ballads. 
Metcalfe Replacement. Frank A. (Fay) Young, 
veteran Chicago Defender sports editor, now retired, 
will be boomed as the next Negro member of the 
Illinois State Athletic Commission to replace the re- 
signed Ralph Metcalfe. 
Second Novel. Despite superlatives being heaped 
upon Ralph Ellison for his first novel, Invisible Man, 
he will not have a second book ready for another 
five years. . 
Powell Opposition. Congressman A. Clayton Pow- 
ell’s continued needling of General Eisenhower has 
a non-partisan coalition of Harlem Ike-likers so in- 
furiated that within the next month they will an- 
nounce the name of a popular New York minister 
who they believe can unseat the Democratic con- 
gressman. 
Negro Comic Book. A comic book in color on the 
exploits of Chicago’s famous ex-policeman, Sylvester 
(Two Gun Pete) Washington, will go on the market 
this fall. Theme of the book will be “crime does 
not pay.” 
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Soprano’s Slap Stuns Soviet Soldier 
Helen Phillips, a New York so- 
| prano who slapped a Russian soldier 
| because he got “fresh,” made an 
} official report of the incident to 
, American occupation authorities in 
| Frankfurt, Germany. During a con- 
cert tour in the Soviet zone of 
| Austria, the soldier and an officer 
} entered Miss Phillips’ train com- 
| partment and asked her political 
| questions which she did not an- 
swer. “When the soldier grabbed my 
glasses and tickled me under the 
chin,” said Miss Phillips, “I slapped 
him good and hard. That stunned Helen Phillips 
him.” The Soviet officer then removed the soldier from the 
compartment and both got off at the next stop. 


14 Die In African-French Clash 

Fourteen Africans were killed and 18 were wounded 
in a clash with French security forces at Bebalem, near 
Lake Chad, French Equatorial Africa. The incident de- 
veloped when police and colonial troops opened fire on 
600 spear-carrying Africans who were protesting results 
of recent elections to the territorial assembly, wherein 
the pro-French Democratic Union defeated the national- 
ist Civil Action Front. 


U. S. Plans Ethiopian A & M College 

An agricultural and mechanical college will be estab- 
lished this summer in Ethiopia under the U.S. Point Four 
Program for aid to underdeveloped countries. A skeleton 
staff for the school is being made up from among 30 staff 
members of Oklahoma A & M College at Stillwater, Okla., 
who will arrive in Addis Ababa early this summer to work 
with Ethiopian officials and educators in laying ground- 
work for the college. 





| 
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Civil Strife Threatened In South Africa 

South Africa teetered on the brink of civil strife as both 
Negro and white anti-Malan groups united their separate 
forces and planned similar—but racially separated—plans 
of action against Premier Daniel F. Malan’s anti-Negro 
government. 

Meanwhile, Malan firmly announced that he would 
meet force with force and indicated that white and 
Negro police reserves would be increased. At present 
there are about 8,000 Negro policemen in South Africa 
and one in every 12 Negro South Africans is in jail an- 
nually. Non-European groups, which include the Indians 
and Coloreds (mixed white and Negro) have united under 
the black, green and gold colors of the African National 
Congress. Selected members of the Congress will delib- 
erately violate passed laws and other Jim Crow meas- 
ures in various cities. These groups say they oppose any 
violence. Malan forces say the Negroes are too emotion- 
ally unstable to execute such a program without violence. 

The three major white groups, under the anti-Malan 
Torch Commando, announced a united front and planned 
a “folded arms” demonstration which could result in a 
nationwide strike. Malan spokesmen said that Torch 
Commando had stockpiled arms. The white anti-Malan 
groups fear that the premier is taking them away from 
constitutional, representative government. 


Pittsburgh Minister Loses Deportation Fight 

A 10-year fight to avoid deportation to Canada was lost 
by Bishop Clifford N. McLeod of St. Phillip’s African Or- 
thodox Science Church in Pittsburgh. Federal Judge Owen 
M. Burns denied Bishop McLeod permission to remain in 
the U.S. after the minister’s wife, Mrs. Leonard McLeod, 
failed to establish a claim that McLeod’s father was a na- 
tive of Alabama. Said the judge: “Her proof has been 
totally unconvincing.” The bishop, a native of Jamaica, 
was ordered arrested in 1942 when immigration authori- 
ties accused him of illegally entering the U.S. after having 
been granted temporary permission to visit Canada. 
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Bid For Chieftain’s Return: Seven of African chieftain 
Seretse Khama’s former subjects flew to England to visit 
with their deposed monarch and ask the British Colonial 
Office to permit his return to Bechuanaland, from which 
he was banished after he married a white London secre- 
tary. The tribesmen told the British Commonwealth sec- 
retary that they would not accept anyone else as chief. 


Locust Plague Hits Ethiopia 

Swarms of locusts so thick they bent the branches of 
trees they rested on covered a two mile by four mile area 
near Addis Ababa, capital of Ethiopia. 
Liberia’s New Ambassador Arrives In U.S. 

Clarence Lorenzo Simpson, Liberia’s new ambassador to 
the U.S., arrived in Washington, accompanied by George 
Padmore, assistant secretary of state for Liberia. The Li- 
berian legation was raised to embassy level in 1949. 
20,000 Made Homeless By Cyclone In Tanganyika 

A cyclone swept over the East Africa coastal city of 
Tanganyika and left homeless some 20,000 natives whose 
huts were destroyed by the fierce winds. Tanganyika, on 
the Indian Ocean coast of Africa, is a British colony. 
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THE WEEK'S 
_BEST "hale 


FPG 
W Rebuild Home In Single Day: When Arthur Swann’s 
home burned down last February in Caswell County, N. C., 
his white and Negro neighbors decided to rebuild his 
home for him. Some 400 of them rebuilt the house in a 
single day as Swann (center) and two farm demonstra- 
tion agents watched the home go up. 
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. Charles H. Cooper 
Wi Drowning Claims Skater: Mrs. Rosie Pearsall, grand- 
mother of 12-year-old James Kent, Jr., gathers up the 
skates, shoes and jacket left behind by the youth when he 
slipped into 75 feet of water near a Durham, North Caro- 
lina, rock quarry and drowned. 
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Wide World 
Wi Wins Betty Hutton’s Pajamas: Cpl. Edward Hardy of 
Portsmouth, Va., donned film star Betty Hutton’s pajamas 
after winning them in a Red Cross fund-raising auction 
in Korea. Hardy made the highest bid of $51 for the 
screen star’s nightwear. 





Keystone 
Wi Bebopping In Paris: Dizzy Gillespie, King of Be-Bop, 
shows a crowd of admiring Frenchmen how it’s done as 
he plays the drum at the opening of the Paris Jazz Festi- 
val. He recently returned to the U.S. with his wife, Lor- 
raine, who accompanied him on a jazz tour of France. 
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INP 
4 Return Engagement: Contralto Marion Anderson sings 
at Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D. C., where she at- 
tracted 10,000 listeners to a concert honoring the late 
Harold Ickes. Ickes, as Secretary of Interior, arranged 
her famous 1939 Easter concert at the same spot, where 
75,000 people heard her after the DAR barred her from 
Constitution Hall. 
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Worps of tHe Weex 


Pearl Bailey, explaining Las Vegas, Nev., night club work: 
| “In a Nevada night club, when you hear someone say ‘It’s 
| 8 to 5, they’re not trying to tell you what time it is.” 


} Daniel F. Malan, race-baiting South African Prime Min- 
ister, explaining his reasons for attempting to exclude 
South African natives from the voting rolls: “The Negroes 
cannot have the vote because they are incapable of exer- 
cising it with responsibility towards God.” 


Wilbert Driver, after being charged with statutory rape 
of his 16-year-old sister: “After all, a man can stand 
only so much when it comes to sez.” 


Rep. John Rankin (D., Miss.), asked if he would support 
Sen. Estes Kefauver for the Presidency: “No! If we have 
to have a scalawag for President, I’d rather have a North- 
ern scalawag.” 


Sen. Blair Moody, (D., Mich.) : Our civil rights failure here 
reflects upon our world leadership. We can only make 
other nations believe we stand for freedom for all people 
by having such freedom here.” 


Satchel Paige, describing St. Louis 
Browns shortstop Marty Marion’s 
style: “He plays shortstop like Duke 
Ellington plays the piano.” 


John K. Thompson, attache for colo- 
nial affairs at the British Embassy, 
Washington, commenting on the tin- 
der-box race situation in South Africa 
under racist prime minister Daniel 
Malan: “Dr. Malan doesn’t believe in 
democracy, and is incensed to see the 
Africans refuting his racist ideas by 
accomplishing such great goals.” 
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Negro Monk Takes Vows At Interracial Monastery 

Brother Michael Burgette, O.S.B., a native of St. Louis, 
became the first monk to be professed at St. Maur’s Pri- 
ory, an interracial monastery at South Union, Ky. The 
monastery was founded by Benedictine Father Alexander 
Korte in 1948 for the purpose of giving the South a re- 
ligious community from which all racial discrimination 
was excluded. 





‘Gatemouth’ Moore Buries ‘Sin’ In Birmingham 


The Rev. Dwight “Gatemouth” Moore, an ex-blues 
singer turned evangelist, staged midnight ceremonies in 
a coffin in Birmingham, Ala., to carry out what he termed 
a mission of “burying” sin. While 1,500 people (at a dol- 
lar each) crowded into Masonic Temple and hundreds 
more stood outside, 10 pallbearers in white full dress uni- 
forms carried the “dead” body of “sin” (Rev. Moore) into 
the temple for a mock funeral held from a $2,000 bronze 
casket. At the stroke of midnight the “dead” Rev. Moore 
spoke from the coffin and began chanting gospel songs. 
Later he sat up from his prone position and delivered a 
fiery, hour-and-twenty-minute tirade against sin. 






Rev. Moore in casket burying sin. 


















ee 


Ee ae ee 











Insurance Auditor Held For Embezzlement 

Charged with embezzling $1,500 from the credit union 
of the Louisiana Insurance Company, auditor Cecil Carter 
was held for $1,000 bond by U.S. Commissioner R. H. 
Carter in New Orleans. The company auditor was charged 
with making false entries in the books and buying an 
auto with the funds. 


Police Raid Obscene Chicago Show, Nab 358 

An obscene stage show in a Chicago ballroom was 
raided by police, who arrested five women and 353 men 
and confiscated a quantity of lewd motion picture film. 
Two detectives, who paid $3 each to view the show, led 
the surprise raid. 


Minister’s Safe Cracked While He Preaches 

Burglars broke open a 400-pound safe in the home of 
Rev. Robert Anderson in Washington, D. C., and stole his 
life’s savings of $15,190 while he was away preaching a 
Good Friday sermon at Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church. 


Witness Balks, Chicago Policy Case Colinpees 

Four men who were indicted in tis 
Chicago as policy wheel operators 
were freed when Charles (Fat Char- 
lie) Avent, 52, former South Side 
policy runner, refused to return 
from Jackson, Tenn., to testify 
against them. Avent, No. 1 state’s 
witness, vanished mysteriously from 
his South Side home after testifying 
in another policy case in 1951. He 
was found digging wells in Memphis 
and told state’s attorney’s police he 
would not return to Chicago, be- 
cause: “I might get killed.” During —~ & 
the 1951 case Avent insisted that he Charles Avent 
be kept in jail during the trial because it was safer than 
being free. 
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REVELATION OF THE WEEK. In Tuskegee, Ala., 
Dr. Trygve Gundersen, a professor of ophthal- 
mology at Harvard University, advised medics attending 
the John A. Andrew Clinical Society not to be deceived 
by “that certain look” in the “big beautiful eyes” of some 
girls. It could be, pointed out Gundersen, that the “look” 
is a case of crossed eyes. Said he: “Some of the prettiest 
girls I know have crossed eyes. It gives them that quizzical, 
whimsical look.” 


4s “ay REFRESHMENT OF THE WEEK. After a trip to 

South Georgia, the president of a chain of nine 
Negro theaters in Atlanta got an idea for a new refresh- 
ment to add to the line of candy, popcorn, hot dogs and 
hamburgers he sold in his lobby stands. The item: pickled 
pigs feet. He now selis 4,000 of them weekly. 


EASIEST WORD OF THE WEEK. The easiest 
word was the hardest for Cornell Lofton, 14, who 
was runner-up in the Kentucky Negro Education Asso- 
ciation annual spelling bee in Louisville, Ky. After easily 
spelling “apostrophe,” Cornel! slipped up on a much 
easier word—“easiest.” 


dS 2s as FAST OF THE WEEK: Several times in recent 

months, Creola Ruffin, 52-year-old Durham, N. 
C., member of the Seventh Day Adventist Church, had 
fasted. After her latest fast extended almost two weeks, 
however, friends became alarmed. They begged her to eat. 
But, she refused, said defiantly: “You think I’m going to 
die, don’t you? I’m going to get over this. I’m going to 
preach to the people of Durham like they have never been 
preached to before.” One day last week, however, au- 
thorities found her body, surrounded by five Bibles, 
sprawled across a bed. County coroner Dr. R. A. Harton 
ruled that death was caused by starvation. 
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. TRAGEDY OF THE WEEK. When two small 

children were trapped in a burning, abandoned 
| automobile in Seattle, John H. Monroe, a 28-year-old 
Negro aircraft worker, tried to save them, but was re- 
| strained by bystanders. “They toid me the fire would rush 


! out and burn me if I opened the doors,” Monroe sobbed 





| afterward. “They said they were doing it for my own 
good.” One of the bystanders was James Sheldon, who 
was unaware that his son was one of the victims. “God,” 
Sheldon exclaimed, on learning that his boy had died 
while Monroe was being restrained, “if I’d only known 
they were in there.” 


JAZZ OF THE WEEK. Jazzed up church music 
was recommended by the Church of England 
newspaper in London, as it called for a revival of “stunt 
evangelism” to make the “music of heaven” as familiar to 
people as the songs sung by crooners. “It must be taught 
them,” said the newspaper, “even if it has to be done 
through percussion band, drum and fife, bebop trio or any 
other instruments that are understandable to them.” 


PHONY OF THE WEEK. Delores Bender, 20, 
was sentenced to 30 days in jail by a New York 
magistrate who sharply upbraided her as being “a phony 
and a menace to society. The reason: When police ar- 
rested Delores she was wearing a nun’s habit and using 
the phony guise to beg from passengers on New York 
subway trains. 


CADDY OF THE WEEK. Undecided on which 
club he should use to make a shot in the recent 
Masters golf tournament at Augusta, Ga., Sam Snead con- 
sulted his Negro caddy, who advised: “Use a five iron.” 
Snead followed the advice, but flubbed the shot, dumping | 
the ball in the water. Angrily, he turned to the embaps- 
rassed caddy and said: “You're fired!” Later, after Snead 
had fired an approach dead to the 18th hole to clinch a 
lucrative victory, the caddy sidled up and asked: “Am I 
still fired?” “No,” the forgiving Snead replied. “I want 
you again next year.” 
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ied: Robert R. Church, 65, Re- 
iblican Party stalwart; of a heart 
ack; in a Memphis hospital. He 
ns Tennessee delegate to GOP na- 
nal conventions from 1912 to 1924, 
msidered leader of Negro Repub- 
ans and recognized dispenser of 
tronage during Taft, Harding, 
blidge, Hoover administrations. 
. Harold Gassaway, 58, former 
leveland city councilman; after a 
ng illness; in hishome. A lawyer- 
winessman, he sponsored much of 
te city’s liberal legislation in 14 
ars as councilman. Robert Church 


vo New York Women Win Advertising Awards 
Two Negro ca- 


——————— 


$50 defense bond 
her entry in 
“ifblic relations 


Winners of advertising awards. 


|!merchandising. Both are employed in the New York 
fice of the Johnson Publishing Company. 
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Talladega Students Call Off Strike 

A threatened student strike at Talladega College, Tall 
dega, Ala., failed to come off when the student body m 
and decided to submit grievances to a meeting of 
board of trustees. 

It is reported that many faculty members sided w 
students who were protesting administrative treatma 
of Dr. Fritz Pappanhaim, popular professor of economic 
who had been denied permanent tenure although heh 
been on the staff for eight years. Students were also pr 
testing some of the policies of College President Adam 
Beitel, who has headed the American Missionary Associ 
tion -founded school since 1945. 

Yalladega has never had a Negro president and on 
fourth of its faculty are white. 


Gas Overcomes 128 St. Louis School Children 

Escaping fumes from a gas furnace overcame 128 sti 
dents and two teachers at all-Negro Dunbar School 
St. Louis. A seven-year-old girl was treated for ac 
asphyxiation at Homer G. Phillips Hospital, but return¢ 
to school the next day with 46 other children. 

A citizen’s committee of parents later threw a pick 
line around the school, protesting discrimination again 
Negro pupils. 


Missouri U. Names Negro To Faculty 

The University of Missouri in Columbia, Mo., appointé 
Robert Lee Hurst of St. Louis the first Negro teacher 0 
its faculty. He was named assistant instructor in ag 
cultural economics. Hurst, who has been studying at 
university for a doctorate degree, will head a consumé 
research project among low-income families. 


Two Texas Colleges Merge 

The Samuel Huston and Tillotson Colleges, both ¢ 
Austin, Texas, merged and named Dr. Matthew S. Davag 
of Nashville as president. The institution will be know 
as Huston-Tillotson College. 
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29-Year-Old Prexy Builds First Class omen 

When Dr. Lawrence Arnett or 
Davis at 29 succeeded the late 
Dr. John Brown Watson as 
president of Arkansas State 
Agricultural, Mechanical and 
Normal College, Pine Bluff, 
thus becoming the nation’s 
youngest college head, skep- 
tics prophesied: ‘“He’s too 
young for such responsibili- 
ties.” Last week, however, as 
the school celebrated its 79th 
anniversary, they about-faced 
and acknowledged: “He’s a 
‘go-getter’.” 

The record: during Dr. Davis’s decade, enrollment 
increased from 500 to 2,000; faculty and other per- 
sonnel swelled from 40 to 197; value of campus 
buildings was increased 100 per cent to $5,000,000; 
and the college was accredited by the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools and 
three other like groups. 

As he was belatedly inaugurated, in ceremonies 
attended by Arkansas Gov. McMath and other dig- 
nitaries, alumnus Dr. Davis (class of ’27) pointed 
with particular pride to A. M. and N.’s new student 
union building. “It is,” he said, “the first of its kind 
constructed for any state college for Negroes in the 
United States.” 


Pres. Davis 


Modern Science building at Ark. A. M. and N. 








sh a ETE EE 








PRESS DIGEST 


Race Hate And Dixie Politics In COMMENTARY: 

voting in the South has inspired an even heavier out- 
pouring of anti-Negro voters, says Samuel Lubell in Com- 
mentary magazine. Spotlighting the strong possibility off 
a Southern breakaway from the National Democratic 


Party this year, he says hopes of liberals that increasesfy — 
in factory workers and Negro voters plus progressive laborit} 


faded. For liberals, he concludes, there is one possible ™ 
consolation: both the urban middle class and other 


Southerners who are up in arms against civil rights, are 
growing increasingly restive within the one-party (Demo- 
crat) system. They now tend to ally themselves withf 
Northern Republicans. Thus, although Southern liberalf 
are in retreat, their defeats may pave the way for birthh 
of a genuine two-party political system in the South. 


Minnie Minoso In COLLIEF:’S: As the plate-crowding spark-} 


plug of the Chicago White Sox last year, Saturnino— 


Orestes Arrieta Armas (Minnie) Minoso had frequent 
collisions with thrown balls, John Hoffman reports in 
Collier’s. But, pitchers never scared him. Once, after he 
was felled by a pitch to the head, Manager Paul Richards 


urged him to leave the game. But, Minnie protested, say- gy 


ing: “Me play.” When asked how he felt, he replied: 
“Oh, I am a leetle doozy, but I am so anyway, all thee}, 
time.” After he was dusted off for the 13th time, in Phila- 
delphia, however, Minnie sought a “solution.” Directi¢ 
himself to trainer Mush Esler, he asked: “Hey, Doc! You } 
got white paint? They heet me again. Maybe if I am 
white they no try to keel me so much.” Born in squalid 
circumstances in the impoverished sugar cane plantation 
country of Perico, Matanzas, Cuba, Minnie is no longer } 
poor. He owns four cars, a home, 100 suits, 300 shirts, 
and more ties than he can count. 
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&s- MODERN LIVING 


mom FLRY WITH A PARISIAN MOTIF. An unusual new collection of 
yelry has been designed by Atlas which will help add a 

Negro ch of gay Paris to spring ensembles. French-inspired 

r out-pi touched with bright imported enamels in the latest 

Com. Paion shades, the jewelry comes in assortments of 

lity of arm bracelets, pins, clips and earrings, some of them 
matching sets. Price: $2 to $4. 


ES 


French-inspired jeweiry. 


5 WER ‘WITH BELL. An entirely new idea in bottle openers 
plied: jg combination dinner bell and opener made of etched 
thee ass and small enough for today’s space-saving require- 
"hila- bnts. Designed by 
ectile ffha, it is hand- 
| Youbst, has a_ soft, 

I aMfasant musical 
jualid ne and is unique & 
ation a gift item. A” Bell and bottle 


Ongel fice: $2.50. — opener. 
hirts, 


ne 


he 
| 
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Push 


In the coming summé 
months, fashions fro 
beach to dress wear wi follc 
call for sleek, slim fig quir 
ures with hourgla initi 
waistlines. The netm, 
waist pinchers and gin 
dles are designed to hel “ill 
hide a multitude iq 
faults and fat, but the 
unfortunately, offer onl bi 
limited possibilities. Ti 
insure a trim, lithe fig leas 
ure, only simple exercist,..; 
will guarantee to whi® 
the waisiline or build Ujy4; 
the bosom for that pet, 
fect bathing suit fig diay 










Bicycle exercise is excelleng®X€! 
for slimming thighs. jah 


stay 











suMM#some of the best exercises, 
. frol as shown on these and the 
ear Witollowing pages, do not re- 
im fig quire much effort once the 
irglas initial stiffness is overcome. 
“iThe results, however, are 
nd gilfmatifying and with a little 
to helfvill power, perseverance 
ade Wind time can accomplish 
it thefmuch as a healthful daily 
‘er Onlfnabit. One important thing 
es. tt) remember: devote at 
he figfeast 15 minutes to the ex- 
-xercMrcises daily, either morn- 
white ing or evening, but try to 
uild Wnaintain a regular sched- 
at Pelie at the same time each 

‘iay. Regularity will make 
rcellemexercise a habit and once 
ighs. ja habit, a slim figure will 

stay with you. 








Push-ups are basic exercises for reducing abdomen and waist- 
line. All weight should be on hands with body stiff. 


Pine 


ae — 


Knee-bends are recommended 
for paring down hips. 
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LOUISVILLE. The an- 
nual rounds of mint 
julep parties, coun- 
try ham breakfasts 
and Kentucky 
bourbon get-to- 
gethers are already 
being talked up in 
preparation for the 
Kentucky Derby 
when Louisville 
hospitality is at its 
Kentucky best. This 
year, however, when 
the traditional rac- 
ing classic rolls 
around on May 3, : Stilts 
visitors will help Mrs. Hortense Young 
celebrate twin occasions. For the C. Milton Youngs (he’s 
the distinguished doctor; she’s Louisville’s most gracious 
hostess) will be “at home” to guests the night before in 
a celebration of their silver (25th) wedding anniversary. 
Reminders are already in the mail for their hundreds of 
friends who have shared the Young’s hospitality in past 
years. ... The Charlie Andersons (he’s the successful 
politician and attorney) are also planning to make this 
year’s Derby celebration a dual occasion. Visitors and 
guests at Derby time will help them “housewarm” a new 
$60,000 home on the city’s fashionable Parkway. 




































CLEVELAND. Janet Collins, prima ballerina with the Metro- 
politan Opera, was caught up in a gay social whirl on her 
visit to the city. Most lively of the affairs given in her 
honor was a cocktail party at the fabulous home of the 
Carl O. Kent’s with the Girl Friends Club as hostesses. 
. . . The Sophisticates held their monthly birthday ses- 
sion with Marnette Lee (who’s infanticipating) , Mercedes 
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Gardner and Estelle Holmes, as honorees with a showe: 
of fabulous presents and a turkey dinner to boot... 
Handsome medico John Lewis, who’s in the Army now 
surprised his friends and family by stopping off in St 
Louis on his way to military duty in Montgomery, Ala. 
and taking himself a pretty bride. 





































és 


cocktail party. 


Janet Collins with friends at 


CHICAGO. Biggest affair of the week 
promises to be the annual tea 
given by the Women’s Auxiliary 
Board of Provident Hospital at 
the Parkway Ballroom. Movie 
star Rosalind Russell was to ap- 
pear to present a $500 war bond 
to the lucky winner of a fund- 
raising raffle, but instead the 
honors will be done by Sarah 
Vaughan. A fashion note will also 
be injected into the Sunday af- 
ternoon affair as participating . 
clubs are each sponsoring a mod- +s *” (Aye 
el to grace their particular table. Rosalind Russell 

Co-chairmen of the tea, Mrs. Walter Lowe and. Mrs; 
Edward Beasley, are hoping that proceeds this year will 
top the $8,000 raised last year when Josephine Baker made’ 
an appearance to greet guests. 
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. The persisting reports that the next husband for Dor- 
” othy Dandridge will be her composer-arranger-coach, 
Phil Moore. 

















* The 15-room palatial mansion reportedly bought by 
* Marva Louis Spaulding in Chicago’s fashionable Hyde 
Park district, across the street from the Rev. Clarence 
Cobb’s showplace. 


« Reports that Washington, D. C.’s famous hotel owner, 
* Jean Clore, and widely-known sportsman Herb Jones 
are shopping for a marriage license. 


» The florid confessions of love scribbled to Detroit’s 

* Carlton-Plaza Mandalay Room hostess Mary De Loach 
by the deaf-dumb mute at the Gotham Hotel lunch 
counter and his “me too” retort to her attempt to dis- 
courage him by confessing she is married. 


» The persistent denials of Elder Simon Lightfoot 

* Michaux, noted radio preacher, that his partner, Albert 
I. Cassell, ex-Howard U. architect, peddled his part 
ownership in the $3 million Mayfair Mansions housing 
project in Washington to a white syndicate. 


, That Detroit policeman whose marriage totters on the 
~ rocks because of his strenuous objections to his wife 
visiting a hotel where her former husband resides. 


» That $20,155.58 federal income tax lien filed in Tulsa 

* against well-to-do J. D. and Martha Pitts, owners of 
the popular “Red Pitts Place.” Lien is on 1948 income 
taxes. 


“2 The theft and recovery of that prize $500 Martin speed- 
* boat motor from the home of ailing Los Angeles Sen- 
tinel publisher Leon Washington, Jr. 











TALKING ABOUT ... 


98222 29928900000000000000000000000000000008 


“ +The $1,600 ex-U. S. District Atty. J. Leon Williams of 
‘“Washington must pay at $50 a month to postal worker 
Eldridge W. Buchanan. Latter two years ago asked 
$100 G’s from Williams for stealing the love of his wife, 
Constance Burke Buchanan, Engraving Bureau worker. 


“ >The “third son” vogue in Cleveland in which Alice . 
“Taliaferro presented hubby Robert with No. 3 of the . 
masculine gender following the example of the Paul 


Roses earlier this year. Now eyes are on the Bill 
Willises, who already have two boys and who expect 
another momentarily. 


«leThe elopement to Mexico of Los Angeles’ beauty Bev- 
‘erly Lorraine, a school teacher, and Leonard Beavers, 
Golden State Mutual Insurance Co. accountant. 


. >The mystery surrounding the midnight robbery at the 


“North Philadelphia home of Linwood (Georgia Rose) 


Powell in which neighbors heard no noise although : 


the thief used an axe to break into the safe and take 
$10,000 in jewelry, $500 in cash. 


: >The divorce suit against Ernest J. Bringer, New Or- 


*“leans’ famous “Ernie the Whip,” disc jockey, brought 


by his wife, Ethel Angelety, charging abandonment and ~ 


cruelty. She asks $200 a month alimony, settlement 
of community property. They have three children. 


* >The Los Angeles divorce trial involving Attorney Curtis | 


“Cc. Taylor, domestic relations specialist, and his wife, 


Doris. She asks $435 monthly temporary alimony, ‘ 
$2,000 lawyer fees, a share in his Cadillac, and money ° 
to finish paying for a Studebaker auto he gave her on ' 


her birthday. She charges mental and physical cruelty. 
—DAN BURLEY 


39 








BOOK ) 
OF THE THE SARACEN BLADE 


WEEK ( By Frank Yerby 




































|(> Frank Yerby’s high-paying, smooth-running, one-man 
|writing factory has polished off another inevitable best 
'seller. As usual it will be disdained by most book critics 
and scoffed at by the literati (many of whom will sneak 
|off to a room upstairs and read it) but will be bought by 
|/more Americans than 99 per cent of today’s novels. 
|® Because he knows a real good thing when he writes 
|}one, Yerby has been continually re-designing The Foxes 
| of Harrow in his novels since he first tossed that one off. 
| Yerby’s 1952 model, called The Saracen Blade, has a few 
new gadgets, but fundamentally it 
is the same body style with differ- 
ent trim. There is plenty of trim 
in The Blade. It is densely popu- 
lated with gaily-clad 13th Century 
gallants, a sword-swinging, wine- 
guzzling, wench-ogling lot of Cru- 
saders and the magnificent women 
they ogle, fondle, crush with kisses 
and sometimes do wrong. 
@ The Blade is the story of one 
Pietro Di Donato, a fairly well-off 
peasant who was born under the 
same astrological pattern as the 
{ % local king. In telling the story of 
Frank Yerby Pietro’s love life, which is both pre- 
/ cocious and insatiable, Yerby brings in a good picture of 
' the unwashed, priest-ridden, superstitious and utterly 
_ brutal life in Europe during that frightful century. 
@ Unlike other big name Negro writers, Yerby has never 
‘written popularly about race or social problems. Yet, in 
‘each instance Yerby shows a kind of sympathy for the 
underdog. To this extent Yerby is perhaps influenced by 
Negro life which is around, but never close, to him. 
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Critics Acclaim Ellison As Top Novelist 


Ralph Ellison’s first novel, Invisible Man, has receivet 
more plaudits from white book reviewers and critics tha 
any other Negro-written novel since Richard Wright’ 
Native Son and is headed for the best seller list. Orvill 
Prescott, New York Times critic, said: “Invisible Man i’ 
the most impressive work of fiction by an American Ne* 
gro I have ever read.” Lewis Gannett wrote in the Her 
ald-Tribune: “Ellison ranks with the best.” The Arkansa. 
Gazette declared: “Ellison goes ... many steps beyon¢t 
Richard Wright.” In the New York Post, Negro reporte: 
Ted Poston called Ellison a “writer of undoubted prom: 
ise,” and the erudite Saturday Review of Literature show: 
ered the work with praise. Time Magazine also praise 
the book, said Ellison could “claim to being the best o 
U.S. Negro writers,” but added: “Negroes may not like it. 


Four Negroes Get Guggenheim Fellowships 


Four Negroes were among the 19 persons granted fei-. 
lowships by the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foun: 
dation. They were composer Howard Swanson of Nev 
York, writer Edgar Mittelholzer of British Guiana, How- 
ard University professor, Dr. Leon Edward Wright, anc 
New York photographer Roy De Carava. Swanson wil 
write a symphony for his year’s project, De Carava wil 
take pictures in Harlem and Mittelholzer will write ¢- 


novel about the West Indies. } 


Negro Paintings On Display In Los Angeles 


Paintings of 15 promising young Negro artists were dis- 
played at singer Muriel Rahn’s concert at Philharmonic 
Auditorium in Los Angeles. Among the paintings were 
two surprise entries by Janet Collins, Metropolitan Operé 
ballerina and native of Los Angeles. Both her entries” 
were labeled “African Head.” 
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MR. & MRS. 


Man Demands Pants, Killed By Jealous Husband 


Twenty-year-old Calvin Williams was shot to death in 
New Orleans when he went to the house of a former 
sweetheart and asked her husband for a pair of his 
srousers she had confiscated. The wife, Mrs. Alma Picard, 
9, told police she had been holding Williams’ trousers 
ntil he repaid her $6 he had taken from her. When 
Williams asked the husband, James Picard, for the trou- 
ers, Picard demanded the money. An argument followed 
and Picard pulled a .38-calibre revolver, killed Williams 
and fled. 


an, 29, Held In Love Affair With Sister, 16 


A secret love affair between a 29-year-old man and his 
6-year-old sister was exposed when the man was charged 
with statutory rape on the complaint of his sister. Miss 
herry Driver accused her married brother, Wilbert, of 
orcing her to have sex relations with him over a period of 
ne year. She said the intimacies occurred after Mrs. 
Driver would leave for work. 


Angry Suitor Attacks Sweetheart With Pitchfork 

Joe Smith, a resident of the Green Pastures section of 
Oklahoma City, became furious when his sweetheart, 
Vivian Moore, failed to return home “on time.” When 
she finally arrived, he attacked her with a pitchfork, in- 
flicting minor injuries on her hands, legs, and shoulder. 
Declining to press criminal charges, she was treated at 
University Hospital and sent home. 


Cleveland Man Claims Memory Loss In Wife Slaying 

James Moody, 35, a Cleveland cafe owner, shot his wife 
ito death then told police he had smoked a “reefer” before 
ithe shooting and “couldn’t remember a thing.” Police, 
however, learned that the shooting climaxed a series of 
‘arguments and threats that Moody had made on his 35- 
‘year-old wife, Louella, and that instead of a “reefer” he 
had been drinking heavily at taverns. 
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ther Divines Plan Sixth Wedding aestien ns 
When M. J. (Father) Di- - 
ine and his “Spotless Vir- 
in Bride” celebrate their 
xth wedding anniversary 
Philadelphia, there will 
two days of banqueting 





















nquets at various Divine 
stablishments, guest 
akers, and singing by 
e interracial Rosebud 
Choir. An announcement 
wf the affair reminded 
suests to be informal and 
stated that there would be: 
!)no anniversary presents; 
) no gifts; 3) no smoking; 
no drinking; 5) no pro- 
fanity; and 6) no obscenity. 




































” Father Divine and wife. 


Rapist Of Daughter, 13, Declared Insane 

A Cleveland father, accused of raping his 13-year-old 
daughter was declared insane in Criminal Court. Jesse 
Mosby, the father of nine children, was sentenced to the 
state hospital for the insane at Lima, Ohio. Upon his re- 
lease he faces an incest term. His daughter’s only tes- 
timony was: “My father did it.” 


Slays Bobby-Soxer Over New Suitor 

In Philadelphia, 27-year-old George Bertrand went to 
the home of Mary Suggs, a 19-year-old high school girl, 
to try to mend their broken romance. When he arrived 
he found her entertaining a new suitor. He asked her for 
a date. She refused. He then told her he wanted to 
speak to her in the privacy of her bedroom. In the bed- 
room he pulled a gun, shot his ex-sweetheart to death, 
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In a small Alabama town, a young white landscape 
artist met and fell in love with an attractive Negro girl. 
His family soon learned of the affair, and convinced that 
he was serious in his affections, threatened the girl’s par- 
ents in an effort to put an end to the romance. The couple, 
however, secretly left the South and began living together 
in an Ohio city, disregarding a legal marriage out of fear 
of detection and possible Alabama retribution. Thus a 
new common law marriage was added to the thousands 
of such unformalized and generally unsanctioned marital 
unions in the U. S. today. 

How many such couples can be found living together in 
common law marriages is an elusive statistic and one for 
which there is no census. The custom has long been an 
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open practice both among poor whites 
and lower-class Negroes in the South 
as well as in the North. It became in- 
creasingly prevalent during the de- 
pression years when the song I Can’t 
Give You Anything But Love, Baby 
proved to be more of a queer matri- 
monial fact than an ear-catching 
ditty. In Chicago, for example, a con- 
servative estimate of the mid-30’s 
placed two out of every seven mar- 
riages in the common law 

category. 
Today, while many such 


unions are not condoned hy 
polite society, the practice 
has become legal in 21 


states. Through special 

amendments, or by lack of 

laws opposing such mar- 
rlages, these states rule a man and woman “married” if 
they take each other in good faith as husband and wife 
and live together in the community, conducting them- 
selves in the eyes of the world as man and wife. 

Such was the ultimate case with the Alabama couple 
after “eloping” to Ohio where common law marriages are 
lawfully recognized. The girl later became successful in 
real estate dealings, and also helped manage a lucrative 
landscape business for her husband. They strengthened 
their union by legally placing their holdings in joint title, 
became well liked in their community and reared a daugh- 
ter, who is now happily married. For them a common 
law union proved successful because they had based their 
marital partnership on the one prime requisite for a 
happy marriage: true love. 

Frequently, however, tragedy, scandal, bitter disillusion- 
ment and social ostracism are the end results for men 
and women who choose to live together without benefit 
of clergy or marriage license. Typical is the case of a 
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Judges Tolerant Of Common Law Unions 


California couple who decided to live together “to see if fF 
they liked marriage.” After 25 years, however, in which 
they had reared seven children, neither of them had made F 
up their minds on legalizing their marital union. Even- F 
tually their family secret became public scandal when a 
law suit arose over some property which, according to 
California law, could only be owned by husband and wife 
“as community property. The question came up in court #2 
as to whether the couple was legally married, and the f 
“wife,” admitting that she had no marriage license, made 
a startling but frank confession. Said she: “I never did 
want to marry him, judge. He has habits I do not ap- & 
prove of in a husband, and I want to feel free to leave 
him any time I get ready.” 


The tragedy of their 25 years of unlawful living to- 
gether was not so much in the fact that they lost the f 
property, but that their children, from whom they had 
kept their secret, had to suffer the accompanying embar- 
rassing publicity of having been born in illegitimacy. 

While the courts generally frown upon common law 
marriages, many judges and legal arbiters are often tol- 
erant of such unions, especially where the woman is con- F 
cerned. For almost always it is the woman partner who 





STATES WHERE COMMON LAW IS LEGAL 


Alabama Kansas Pennsylvania 
Colorado Maine Rhode Island 
Florida Michigan South Carolina 
Georgia Mississippi South Dakota 
Idaho Montana Tennessee 
Indiana Ohio Texas 

Iowa Oklahoma Wyoming 

















mes out on the short end of such marital bargains. In 
misville, Ky., for example, there is a case still pending 
sthe courts involving a widowed common law wife, who, 
tter 10 years, has not been granted full claim to her late 
salthy husband’s estate. Though her husband had no 
nwn immediate relatives, distant cousins, at his death, 
spped in to block the wife’s inheritance although she 
ad lived with him as his wife for over seven years. 

A similar tragedy occurred in the case of a New Jersey 
puple who entered into a common law agreement in 1936 
hen they went to work as domestics on a stay-on-the- 
ace job. The two saved their money and after several 
ears eventually opened a store in the crowded Negro 
hird Ward of Newark. Business boomed and they later 
ought an apartment house as well as a home for them- 
elves. 

Misunderstandings followed, however, and the wife took 
ler case to the Court of Chancery, asking that their hold- 
ngs be sold and that she be awarded her proper share. 
fhe court, acting on a pre-1939 ruling (common-law mar- 
jages were outlawed in New Jersey in 1939) recognized 
e marriage as legal and awarded her one-half dower 
ights. 

Watching the proceedings was a former husband, who 
as legally married to the woman before she entered the 
bmmon law arrangement. He filed suit, claiming a hus- 
and’s right to a portion of the woman’s holdings and 
on. The court ruled that the legal marriage superseded 
he legal common law marriage 

d held that the bona fide hus- 

and was entitled to one-half of 

he woman’s money. € bi 
In Michigan, where women are 
rotected by law after three a 

honths of common law marriage, bod 
brge numbers of working class 
eople enter into hasty agree- 

nents and abuse the meaning of 

ommon law marriage. 





Non-Support Involves Common Law Couples 


From 25 to 50 cases of non-support, involving comma 
law couples with children, are heard daily by Recorderp!# 
Judge Joseph A. Gillis in Detroit, where statistics showger| 
that in assault and battery fracases among married peo 
ple three common law couples appear in every four caseshjg 
more than 90 per cent of them involving Negroes. 


The attitude among thousands of auto plant workers 
who flocked to Detroit during World War Ii, was: 


here?” One Negro woman, a top drawer socialite, rea 
soned: “It’s an easier test. If the marriage fails there’ 
no divorce to worry about.” The same problems prevail) 


riage point to the fact that marriage took place long bee 
fore man-made laws—religious or civil—ever existedpg 
They reason that the customary public ceremony w: 


aspects of marriage that are provided for legally in con 
ventional ceremonies. i 


mon law unions is a matter that can only be left to specu-hoe 
lation. But it is certain that for every single couple whichy 
finds matrimonial bliss in such arrangements, there arey 
scores of others who have found only tragedy and un 
happiness. 





ordergiack Hawks Will Sign Negro Hockey Star 


S sho¥yerb Carnegie, popu- 
od peer clever Quebec, Can- 
ia, hockey star, will be- 

me the first Negro 


key, the Chicago Tri- 
e reported. He is due 
be signed soon by the 


hangers several seasons 
but remained an 


in Toronto a 
here he operates a lu- Herb Carnegie 
mative trucking business during the off-season. 


ickets March At Yankee Stadium, Charge Jim Crow 


| com Fifty placard-carrying men and women picketed Yan- 
sPeCU-tee Stadium in New York, prior to game between the 
whichW¥ankees and Washington Senators, charging that the 
“american League champions discriminated against Negro 
fall players. Stephen J. White, Bronx County chairman of 
e American Labor Party, said all Yankee home games 
vill be picketed until a Negro is hired. Although it is only 
major league club in greater New York without Negro 
layers, Yanks general manager George Weiss denied the 
liscrimination charge. “There have been and are Negro 
players in the Yankee system,” he declared. Two Negroes 
(pitcher Ruben Gomez and first baseman Vic Power) al- 

ready have been advanced to Kansas City.” 
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SUGAR RAY! 


Sugar Ray Robinson suc- 
cessfully defended his mid-E ’ 
dleweight title at Chicagof 
by knocking out ex-champ§, 
Rocky Graziano in 1:53 off 
the third round. Highly- 
favored to win, Sugar Ray 














AyIOPS RCCKY IN THIRD 


sped up from a no-count, slip-knockdown, sank a left 

"Rep in Rocky’s ribs, and then exploded a killer right to 

s jaw to end the bout (see below). Watching with a 

na kord indoor crowd of 23,361 was Sugar Ray’s wife, Edna 

, 5 he (see photos top to bottom, left), who sighed when it 

:93 off all over, then said: “He was positively brilliant!” Said 
oky: “I guess this guy is the master.” 











Buddy Young May “Jump” To Canada — 





Football star Buddy Young re- ff 
ceived what he termed “a very | 
good” offer from Toronto of the 
Canadian Big Four League, but 
planned to discuss terms with the 
Dallas Texans, successors to the 
New York Yankees with whom he 
played last season, before making a 
decision. The Texans, who own 
three Negro players as result of the 
team’s transfer from New York, —" 

must lift Young’s option by May 1. Buddy Young 


Paavo Nurmi Praises Negro Track Stars 

Paavo Nurmi, Finnish track star of the ’20s and 3 
predicted that “America will excel in the Olympics,” to 
held at Helsinki, adding: “I particularly think the Ameri 
can Negro athlete is one of exceptionable ability—povsibl 
the best of all.” Asked about Soviet performers who ar 
expected to test Negro athletes in the summer game 
Nurmi said: “This is an unwritten page. We have no 
seen much of them in action.” 


Pearman Wins Seton Hall 400-Meter Run 


Olympic hopeful Reggie Pearman, New York Pionee! 
Club, ran away from the field of Seton Hall (N. J.) Re 
lays 400-meter contestants to win by 10 feet in 48 secon 
flat. Third was Herb McKinley, once the premier per 
former at the distance. Lance Thompson, Morgan Staté 
College, won the 100-yard dash in 10.1s and the broad 
jump with a leap of 23 feet, 734 inches. 


Sandy Saddler Goes Into Army 


World featherweight champion Sandy Saddler was in; 
ducted into the Army at New York. He previously c 





a brief hitch in the navy during World War II, afte 
which he won, lost, and regained the title in furiou 
bouts with Willie Pep. 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. “Doc” Young 


Ralph Metcalfe, friendly, clean-cut former Olym- 
pic Games star, had come a long ways from Atlanta, 
and he had every right to smile. Back there, and 
later in Chicago, he was of a very poor family. 
Nothing came easy, although Santa managed ap- 
pearances every Christmas morn. Yet, today, he 
owns a gasoline station, manages two Chicago ho- 
tels, is a member (though resigned) of the Illinois 
State Athletic Commission, and Democratic com- 
mitteeman for Chicago’s important third ward. 
Who, or what, Ralph was asked, was his patron? 

“Sports,” he said. “Except for sports, I would 
have been unable to go to college. I never would 
have been prepared for business or the positions 
I hold.” 

This was the big difference: although he was 
poor, he could run like a gazelle. Marquette 
offered an athletic scholarship. He took it, tied 
the world’s 100-yard dash record, and starred 
in two sets (1932 and 1936) of Olympics. 
Specifically, he was asked, how did sports contrib- 

ute to his success? 

“By participating in sports,” he explained, “I 
learned to meet and understand other people. That 
helps in all my work. And, the publicity gained 
from sports opened doors not normally open to me.” 

Still a young man (42), Metcalfe’s two-pronged 
ambition is to gain financial success through busi- 
ness and to “help my fellowman through politics.” 
One tips a hat to a guy who’s made the long climb, 
and simultaneously recognizes a moral: Mother, 
dear, if your lad rebels when you shove a violin into 
his kisser, but excels on the field of play, lay off the 
verbal hairbrush. Maybe he knows best. 














Leg Trouble Plagues oan d Ramet 
Leg trouble ae 
again plagued 
Larry Doby, 
Cleveland In- 
dians center 
fielder. Ina 
home game with 
the Detroit Ti-° 
gers, he suffered 
a muscle strain 
of the right 
thigh, an injury 
the opposite of 
that which 
shackled him last 
season. Doby, 
batting .286 at 
the time, was slated for a week’s rest. Elsewhere in majo 
league ball: 
@ Willie Mays, New York Giants center fielder, pulle 
another “greatest” catch in a game with the Brookly 
Dodgers. Sprinting full-speed to his right, he dived a 
speared a sinking liner hit vy Bobby Morgan, then crashegg 
to the Ebbets Field turf and bounced into the outfield wa 
“It was the greatest catch I ever saw,” said Dodger sho 
stop Peewee Reese. “Great, great, the greatest!” shouted 
Giants manager Leo Durocher. Recuperating Giants ou 
fielder Monte Irvin, watching from a television set, tele}, 
phoned to find out if Mays had been injured, advised 
“roomie” to take care of himself. 
e Dr. Anthony Palermo, Giants physician, announced 
after an operation on Irvin’s ankle: “The outlook is mor@, 
optimistic than originally thought. I would expect him 
back in uniform by July and he will be able to pinch hit 
by late July or early August.” 
e Jackie Robinson, explaining the difference between 
this and last year’s Dodgers, said: 
word—incentive. We’re determined to win this season.” 
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Monte Irvin in hospital. 





Oo PEOPLE o 


oble Sissle, orchestra 
fer, suffered a fractured 
he as result of a fall 
the Public Theater 
ve during band rehears- 

in New York. 
‘@Mary Elizabeth Vroman, 
hor of the Ladies Home 
@urnal story, See How They 
“in, which is being made 
io an MGM movie, was 
itted as the first Negro 
man to the Screen Writ- 


Scott, owner of 

_ free automobiles, is final- 
being permitted by her 
surance company to take 


‘GQ an@jure her hands by stick- 
rashetho 


w to give traffic signals. 


_ Jimmy Jones, accompan- 


fing’s County Hospital in 
Prooklyn. John Malacchi 
tf Washington has replaced 
“fim as pianist for Miss 


% Benny Carter, the band- 
leader, has been signed by 
20th Century-Fox to use his 
band in the forthcoming 
movie, Night Without Sleep, 
starring Linda Darnell and 
Gary Merrill. 

% Joe Louis refused to ac- 
cept a $700 fee for referee- 
ing a wrestling match in 
Peoria, Ill., after he learned 
the proceeds were to go to 
the Roosevelt Junior High 
School athletic fund. “I 
don’t want it,” he said. 
“Give it to the kids.” 

% Billy Eckstine purchased 
the old Savoy night club on 
Sunset Strip in Hollywood 
in joint partnership with 
his manager, Milt Ebbins 
and Harold Steinman. It 
has been reriamed_ the 
Copa. 

% Sara Lou Harris, New 
York model and wife of 
comedian Buddy Bowser, 
was robbed of $6 by two 
burglars who forced their 
way into her Sugar Hill 
apartment. 


% Sarah Vaughan will give 
a summer concert at the 
Yale Bowl in New Haven, 
Conn., with the New York 
Philharmonic orchestra. 











Pearl Bailey To Build Las Vegas Home 


Pearl Bailey, famed Negro comedienne, revealed to 





place,” she said. “I want to own a piece of land there 
and think I know the spot I’ll buy.” Miss Bailey, now an 
established Las Vegas favorite, has played the Flamingo 
Hotel and the Desert Inn three times. Under terms of 
an agreement recently negotiated, she will appear exclu- 
sively at the Desert Inn in the future. 

Pearl casually dismissed reports that she and white 
dance choreographer Donald Saddler planned to marty. 
“Ridiculous,” was the way she described rumors of an 
impending marriage. “I’m not engaged, and have no 
plans to marry anyone.” She recently obtained a final 


divorce decree terminating her marriage to John Pinkett,|; 


Washington lawyer and real estate man. Considerably 
slimmer, due to a high protein diet which she has been 
on for two months, Miss Bailey has been spending a lot 
of time on golf courses and has become one of the most 
passionate golfing enthusiasts in show business. 

She opens an engagement at the Paramount Theater in 
New York, April 30, and on May 28 returns to the swank 
La Vie En Rose for a limited stay. 


Negro Judge To Tell Own Philosophy On TV 

Philadelphia’s first Negro Munici- 
pal Court judge, Herbert E. Millen, 
will tell a CBS television audience 
the personal philosophy by which he 
lives on news analyst Edward R. 
Murrow’s “This I Believe” show May 
10. Judge Millen, who is also a 
trustee of Lincoln University (Pa.) 
and an official in the Presbyterian 
Church of the U.S., is one in a series 
of representative Americans who 
will air their credos on the show. Judge Millen 
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NBC To Air Prize-Winning Symphony 
Composer Howard Swanson’s prize-winning Short Sym- 
shony will be played by the NBC Symphony Orchestra in 
led tof April 26 broadcast as one of four compositions cited by 
in Lasthe New York Music Critics’ Circle for 1951. Swanson, 
fe thathliong with other prize-winning composers, will be heard 
| therefn the program as he receives his citation from Howard 
1OW anjfaubman, chairman of the Critics’ Circle. 


mingo 
Jo Thompson Sante At a rhe Fame 





rms of 


exclu-] Glamorous Jo 
_ [fhompson, singer- 
whitehia nist - come- 
Marry.lienne, was a high 
Of aNlvhool senior in 
Ve N0lpetroit when she 
| final lirst, tried her luck 
nkett,/in show business, 
erably tering numer- 
| beet ius amateur sing- 
a lotling contests. Be- 
MOSt lire year’s end, she 
had won 17 con- 
ests there and in 
Chicago, and 
agents were offer- 
ing professional 
contracts. But, her 
mother believed 
the was too young 
(16) for a career. 
sult: Jo went to Jo Thompson 
work for Sears, Roebuck as a steno-secretary. 
The bug had bitten, however; Jo was determined. She 
oved to New York, obtained spots on Ted Mack’s Orig- 
al Amateur Hour. When she went back home for an 
fngagement at the Clover Club, whence “cry-singer” 
Johnny Ray leaped to fame, she was held over more than 
32 weeks. In the offing are big club and TV appearances. 


ter in 
swank 
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CAN BOJANGLES’ 
. YOUNG WIDOW 
COME BACK 








JT a 
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In 1944, attractive, dimpled Elainieg 
Dash traded a budding career if*< 
show business for marriage to Bi 
(Bojangles) Robinson, greatest 
dancer of all time. For six years, the 
were wed. Bill was the breadwinne 
the star. Elaine, whose own nimb 
feet had carried her from New York 
Apollo Theater chorus line to a sub 
stantial role in the Hot Mikado, wa 
the housewife. Then Bill died, leavi 
very little money, and Elaine was le 
with time on her hands and a cryin 
need for something to do. 

As the widow of Bojangles, she sad 
discovered that no business like sho 

















h With new ongine » 
€ sho goes through dance routine just to keep in practice. 


artner Ann Bailey, also an ex-chorine, Elaine 











| Louis Jordan Helped Revive Dormant Career 





As chorus girl, Elaine had off- 
and-on career, decided to begin 
singing in 1951. 
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business so completely 
obscures the widows of 
its departed greats, that 
when they try to make 
suceess for themselves, 
tragedy often limns the 
background. 

Yet, Elaine, as coura- 
geous as she was lissome 
in the dance, decided to 
pick up the dusty 
threads of her long-dor- 
mant career. When 


bandleader Louis Jordan recently opened in a stage show 
at New York’s Strand Theater, Elaine was one of two 
featured singers. Truthfully, Jordan was more or less in- 








terested in “decorative” vocalists who would add glamour 
to his act. After Elaine displayed her talents, however, 
he was forced to admit: “She is terrific.” Top booking 
agents, long hoping to find another Florence Mills, in- 





dicated marked inter- 
est. 

Following the Jor- 
dan engagement, she 
landed a_ featured 
spot with the Ebon- 
ettes who, in turn, 
were engaged to sup- 
port comedians Olsen 
and Johnson at the 
Palace Theater on 
Broadway. Again, 
show-goers were de- 
lighted by Elaine’s 
soft vocal figures, de- 
livered in an original 
style. A career begun 
a dozen years ago, but 
in storage half that 
time, was in gear 
once more. At last, 
there was a rainbow 
of promise beyond the 
clouds traditionally 
darkening the horizon 
of show business for 
widows of great per- 
formers. Even so, vet- 
eran observers won- 
dered: “Can Bojan- 
gles’ widow come 
back?” Elaine, her 
brown eyes sparkling, 
confidently says, 
“Yes!” 





Singing duo adds new twist to Louis 


Jordan music by providin 
original backgrounds. 


unique, 
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Mara Maru 

An eternal triangle, four 
murders, a thrilling search 
, for sea-sunken treasure, 
- and a frantic escape from 
killer-thieves supply the 
meat of this Warner Bros. 
action drama, starring 
swash-buckling Errol Flynn 
as Gregory Mason, partner 
in a marine salvage and 
- deep-sea diving business at 
Manila. The “love interest” 
is Ruth Roman (Stella), 
wife of Flynn’s partner, 
Richard Webb (Andy Cal- 
lahan), and an old flame * roy 
of Flynn’s. When Webb is Flynn and Roman 
murdered, Flynn is suspected and arrested, but is freed 
when his alibi stands up. Henceforth, the romantic side 
of the picture traverses a plethora of obstacles and prob- 
lems before it ends with Flynn “getting the girl.” Coin- 
cidental with his success in wooing Miss Roman, Flynn 
decides not to keep the treasure for himself and returns 
it to its rightful owner, the church. 
oDoonDoDoDoOoOoOoOoCoCoOoOoOoOoOoCoOoOoOoOoOo0Oo0o000C0C0Co00000000 


Week’s Radio-TV Preview 

The Tuskegee Institute Choir on Negro College Choirs 
(Sunday, April 27, at 10:30 a.m. EST) on ABC radio. 

The Four Step Brothers on the Colgate Comedy Hour 
(Sunday, April 27, at 8 p.m. EST) on NBC television. 
Steve Gibson’s Red Caps on Toast of the Town (Sunday, 
April 27, at 7 p.m. EST) on CBS television. 

Ruks Smith on Horizons (Sunday, April 27, at 1 p.m. 
EST) on ABC television. 
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A Confined to a New York 
hospital bed, Giant base- 
ball star Monte Irvin has 
no food worries since Har- 
lem’s No. 1 fan George 
Woods sends his dinner to 
him every night. Irvin’s 
favorite is cornbread. 


A Singer Larry Darnell is 
one of the biggest real es- 
tate owners in Dayton, 
Ohio. He just bought his 
ninth $20,000 apartment 
building in the last two 
years. He and the current 
favorite Johnny Ray once 
worked together. 


A Bumpy Johnson, who 
once told a judge that he 
was a gambler, is now man- 
ufacturing soap products. 
He sells to half of Harlem’s 
cafes and restaurants. 


A The Joe Medlins aren’t 
acting like married couples, 
their pals say. He’s the 
newest Decca disc star 
whose Never Loved Anyone 
But You record is high on 
the jukebox polls. 

















































A Hidden away in the 
chorus of 4 Saints In 3 Acts 
is Kelsey Pharr. The heir 
to his undertaking father’s 
fortune in Florida, Pharr | 
was formerly lead soloist | 
with the Delta Rhythm 
Boys. 


A Internal revenue men | 
are invading the Harlem | 
area and questioning the 
guys who handle a fast 
buck. Many believe that the 
information they have 
came from a white insur- 
ance man who is an under- 
cover T-man and hangs out 
in the after-hour joints. 


A Cafe society is all a-buzz 
with the hot rumors that 
the Rose Morgan-Dr. Jessie 
Miller affair is definitely off. 
Much complications they 
say. 
A Dodger star Jackie Rob- 
inson is being asked by a 
national mag to write an 
answer to Ty Cobb’s re- 
cently published blast at 
modern day ball players. 
In it he belittled Robinson. 
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' new show. 





| A Comic Stephin Fetchit 
. is being sought by the Baby 
Grand Cafe to head their 
If they sign 
him, it’ll make his first New 
York nightclub appearance 
since he was a Cotton Club 


* headliner. 


’ A Freddie Barts, once 
' rated as New York’s top de- 
tective, is building a repu- 
tation as a top private eye 
now. He shadows married 
women for suspicious hus- 


_ bands. Last week he flew to 


Los Angeles on same plane 
with a lawyer’s wife to get 
divorce evidence on her. 


A Recent survey taken by 
Harlem civic group revealed 


* that colored lawyers with 


downtown offices had a 75 
per cent white clientele, 
while white attorneys in 
the colored section had the 
same amount of Negro 
business. 


A Long Island socialite 
Ethel Lowry, spouse of the 
rich doctor, is recuperating 
at a rest home from a 
“nervous breakdown.” 


A Nurse Capt. Ora Pierce 
planed in from Honolulu to 
consult her lawyers about a 
divorce from Sgt. John 
Hicks, who’s stationed in 
the Pacific island with her. 
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A Major Lee Rayford of 
the Air Force just returned 
from Europe for assign- 
ment to Mitchell Field in 
Long Island. Around his 
home town, Washington, 
D. C., Rayford was once 
chosen as the “most hand- 
some male this side of 
heaven” by the nation’s 
glamour girls. 


A The Girl Friends Club, 
now limited to eastern 
states, will take up the 
question of starting west- 
ern and southern chapters 
at their 25th anniversary 
convention here next 
month. They’ll take over 
three floors of the down- 
town Sheraton Hotel to 
house members and plan 
social affairs that’ll set 
them back at least $20,000. 


A Though they have not 
received credit, Negro po- 
licewomen in N. Y., are 
largely responsible for ma- 
jor dope arrests by the cops. 
They act as decoys and ad- 
dicts to trap the peddlers. 


A Poodle haircut now in 
vogue isn’t exactly new. 
Photos of the old Cotton 
Club showgirls show Cora 
Le Redd, now a Harlem cab- 
bie, had her locks trimmed 
that way back in 1927. 
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Larry Darnell 


| A Signs that herald the 


| 





return of the stage door 
Johnny: Shake dancer Rose 
Hardaway was gifted with 
a $3,500 mink by an ad- 
mirer who is crazy over her 
work at the Savannah Club 
where her jungle act is 
drawing crowds. 

A Since paying off his in- 
come tax debt of $36,000, 
ex-lightweight champ 
Johnny Bratton will change 
residence permanently 
from Chicago to Long Is- 
land. Just paid down on a 
$30,000 home there. 

A The Carl Maxwell-Gloria 
Marshall romance is said to 
have hit the rocks, with Al 
Williams of the Four Step 
Bros. making woomance 
with Gloria now. Maxey is 
one of the owners of the 
latest uptown spot, the Vets 
Club. 






Rose Hardaway 





K elsey Pharr 


A Mrs. Lionel Hampton 
lost her big diamond ring 
in Cleveland and is offering 
a reward to the finder, 
while Dinah Washington’s 
fiance, Jimmy Cobb, left his 
in a washroom on the 
Pennsylvania turnpike. It 
was a gift to him from the 
talented blues queen. 

A Elks the country over 
are wondering what con- 
cessions were made to Phil- 
ly’s Hobson Reynolds to 
cause him to withdraw 
from the race for the 
Grand Exalted Ruler title, 
temporarily held by his 
hometown friend, Robert 
Johnson, until the Atlantic 
City convention. Hobson is 
touring with Johnson now 
lining up delegate strength 
with methods that remind 
Elks of the late Finley Wil- 
son’s tactics. 
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Texas Woman Recovering From ‘Death’ 

A 25-year-old maid, who apparently died after a heart 
attack in a schoolhouse boiler room, is recovering from 
her “death” in a Fort Worth, Texas, hospital. A Fort 
Worth osteopath said the maid, Mrs. Laura Filmore, was 
“cold, clammy, and had no pulse or heart beat,” before 
he gave her a heart stimulant and applied artificial res- 
piration. “After 30 or 40 minutes of artificial respiration,” 
he continued, “she suddenly showed life.” Mrs. Filmore 
was then given oxygen and taken to St. Joseph’s Hospital, 
where her condition is reported “fairly good.” 


Hospital Patient Charges White Doctor Raped Her 

A white staff physician at Charity Hospital in New Or- 
leans was accused of raping a 32-year-old Negro patient. 
The woman, who is from Marerro, Jefferson parish, is the 
mother of four children, youngest of which was born in 
February. The incident took place April 11, but was not 
made public until April 17 following a meeting of the hos- 
pital board. The administrative board of the hospital 
took action after receiving a petition from residents and 
internes at the institution demanding resignation of the 
accused doctor. But following a special executive board 
session, William August Morrner, hospital vice president, 
said he could reveal only that “no one had been fired, and 
no resignations accepted.” 


Negroes Get $80,000 Grant For Medical Study 

Grants totalling $80,000 will be given 43 Negro physicians 
and medical students during 1952-53, National Medical 
Fellowships, Inc., announced in Chicago. The money, con- 
tributed by several large philanthropic organizations such 
as the Rosenwald Fund and the National Foundation for 
Infantile Paralysis, will pay for training in specialized 
fields of medicine and support of undergraduate students. 
Object of the grants, said Dr. Franklin C. McLean, secre- 
tary of the group, is to prepare Negro doctors for greater 
opportunities in medicine. 
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